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Many DLoC Members will remember the 1981 television adaptation 
of evelyn Waugh’s novel Brideshead Revisited. it was one of the 
few television programmes which could empty pubs. Meetings 
were moved to different evenings, and, no doubt, the beneficiaries 
under the terms of Waugh’s will were suitably grateful. it gave a 
huge boost to the 
careers of various 
actors and is oft 
repeated. The 
film version, 
following in 2008 
was similarly 
popular. The set 
for Brideshead, 
o n  b o t h 
occasions, was 
Castle Howard, 
a magnificent 
country house, 
situated about 
15 miles north of 
york.
Castle Howard 
has been the 
s ea t  o f  the 
Howard family 
ever since it was 
commiss ioned 
by the 3rd earl 
o f  C a r l i s l e 
as a suitable 
residence from which to administer his substantial yorkshire 
estates. That was in 1699. The architect he chose was sir John 
Vanburgh, who, up to that point, had been a writer of plays. He, in 
turn, selected sir Nicholas Hawksmoor to assist him. it was then, 
as it would be now, an immense undertaking. eventually there 
were 145 rooms. 
such was the size and complexity of the build that it took over 
100 years to complete.
The cost must have been huge. Blenheim Palace, in oxfordshire, 
built by the same team and of a similar size, was partially paid for 
by Queen Anne for the first Duke of Marlborough as a reward for 
his victories in the Low Countries and as a token of her friendship 
with the Duchess of Marlborough. Because there were a number of 
sources of finance for Blenheim there was much dispute as to who 
was paying for what and how much it was all costing. The costs at 
Castle Howard must have been similar. 
over the years the house was completed, and it continued to 
dominate the countryside near Malton over the centuries.
World War ii was not kind to Castle Howard. Like many large 
country houses, it was requisitioned to be used as part of the war 
effort. The temporary tenants did not always take the sort of care 
that the permanent occupants would have taken. in November 
1940 a major fire occurred at Castle Howard. There was huge 
damage including the destruction of the dome with its decoration. 
Two Tintorettos and other valuable pictures and mirrors were also 
destroyed. 
Much of what was left was not much better than a ruin. it was 
at least possible that restoration would not be attempted. Clearly 
drastic action was required. in those times of austerity in the 
immediate post war period, sources of finance were not plentiful. 
Many large country houses were demolished, or reduced in size, 
before and after the second world war just because of the expense 

of maintaining them. The decision was made, by george Howard, 
who was in the army, to restore the building and open it to the 
public, in order to help finance the restoration.
george Howard and his wife put their considerable energies into 
restoring the house. The house was opened to the public in the 

early 1950s. At 
that stage there 
was a great deal 
of work still to be 
done. The dome 
was restored in 
1960. george 
Howard went 
on to become 
the president 
of the Country 
L a n d o w n e r s 
Association and 
then Chairman 
of the governors 
of the BBC. 
H e  r o b u s t l y 
defended that 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
a g a i n s t  t h e 
accusations of 
bias which are 
p e r i o d i c a l l y 
leveled against it.
extra income 
is derived from 

using the building for filming. Visitor numbers are now over 
200,000 per year.  
There are other attractions. Next to the ample car park is the 
farm shop and the gift shop. A wide range of product is available 
at both. There is a large courtyard with seats where visitors can sit 
in the sun (if the sun’s out) and eat and drink. 
From the courtyard one can catch the road train, pulled by a 
tractor. That useful vehicle takes one to the house or on to the 
lake where there is another coffee shop. The train runs every 20 
minutes and it’s possible to get on and off at any of the various 
stops, distributed around the route. 
Preliminary enquiries have been made as to the possibility of 
having a DLoC tour of the house. it will be one of the options 
listed in the schedule of possible activities. if there is sufficient 
interest then such a tour will be available. it is possible for 
individuals to look round without being part of such a tour.
The obvious route from york to Castle Howard is along the A64, 
which is almost all dual carriageway on this stretch. The return 
journey involves crossing the A64, which is a busy road and not 
always easy to navigate. 
There are other attractions in the Castle Howard area, such as 
yorkshire  Lavender. All this area is on the edge of the North 
yorkshire Moors, and there are spectacular views. 
i will go into the options for getting around this part of the world 
and alternative routes to and from Castle Howard a bit nearer the 
time.
it would be a shame to miss Castle Howard. it is one of the great 
treasure houses of england. Because it is not in the management 
of the National Trust it has its own personality. 
i will make other suggestions as the months go by.
The website will be open for booking events in early December 
2019.
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